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MELTON WRITES FROM
HIS CELL IN CABANA.

The Imprisoned ; Correspondent
Tells of His Life in the
Spanish Prison.

‘For a Year He Has Been in the Fortress---Over
Forty of His Fellows Have
Been Executed.

It is within a few days of a year gince the Competitor prisoners were
1ocked I Cabane Fortress, across the bay from Havana. They have been
s'eﬁleﬁqed to death, reprieved and are still awalting the decision of the Span-
ish Bovernment for thelr fate. Among them Is gne Ona Melton, an Arkansas
lad, whose sole ccnnection with the Competitor was ge a newsapaper corre-
spondent. Ile never bore arms against Spain nor had he any purpose more
than reporting the war from the Cuban camps.

He has béen treated as a prisoner of war. When the first summary Spin-

. ~igh court-martial consldered the cases he was condemned to death with the
others,

The Journsl has heen endeavoring to secure the young porrespondent's re-
lease, and the Covernment at Washington is moving,

There is reason to hope that Ona Melton will be set at lberty. sson—&a
tardy act of justice to & man whose migsion would have been recognized as
lawful by any civillzed country, excepting Spain, In the world.

Following is a sketch of his prison lfe, written by himself in his gloomy |,

gell In the old fertress.

Cell No. 41, Fortresn La Cabana, April 7, via Port Tampa, April 14—
We are among the oldest' Inhabltants of this prisoi. Terhaps vot mwore than @
dozen out of the five hundred confiped here have Leen here a8 long s we lnve, Those
thiat were here when we came have heen garrated. shot or transported to  the

Afrlean penal gettlements. A very few have been set free. Omly those swaltlpg &
declalon are ket hers,  Wecome under thnt melancholy classifiention. ‘Ihere are
abont tao hundred politleal pirlsoners Ju thess cslls, and ahout ns many Spauish
goldlers committed for fenetlons of willtary disclpline. The rest are erimluile, the
senm of Colm, .

e erimingls are not sepovited from the polltieal prisoners, but are divided
amiong all the colls. . Yesterday twoimurderers, who were econfined In o cell full
of polltien] prigoners, were tuken outaud garroted.  Oriminals are-gareored and po-
litleal prisonefs shot, .

(Blnee I huve heoan Imprisoned lere' nlne assassins have been garroted and Tonty-
twa prisoners of warbave been shot for rebelllon. We ean see the prisoners ns
they nre token out to the place of execution and bedr the volless,

Doring the Inat few weeks no politienl prisoners have bheen shot,
bhut during the Iast six weeks of the Cleveland Administention pris-
oners were execnted regularly twice n week, and we were told that
1t wnn done becanse Cleveland wanted the rebellion pot down gquick-
17, and the reformyg enforeed. .

There mre twenty-four cells or galubnosés In Fortréss Catnns. Thelr d'mensg’ons
are 20%50: Tne¥, il the, gp_.-:mlpth':g_ff_ti ane g 0 desepiption of all,_ Fhey afe vaulted,
and the only Gpeilngs ave @ barrd door amd windoW 4 0. The floors are of
eonorete, the ¢ulls aye duwmp, as the sonlight cannot penefrats within them.

A palr of shoes linmg o the will wlll become white with mildew within a few
drys. The prigoders who arealils to produre them sleep In/hammocks: thosé who nre
not gloep on the demp concrite fMoors, - Spaln furnishes relther cots nop beddlug for

her priscnerd.  If they are withont friends of money they must lie on the stones

There §s # parrow pRSsageé or prizon yard o front of the cells, snclosed by a
Iofty wall that almost entieely shiits out the Hght.

By stunding elose fo the barred door or window pne can see a tiny line of
#ly bver the wall,

s The prison walls nre nbont five feet thick; the prison is the cenfre of the
fortress aud ls onclyeled by three Infty pavallel lines of walls, making escape im-
possible.

“There Is no fecount of Any one ever eseaping from this prison,
are nover allawed outsile of thelr eally except under heayy guard.
. Qonyléts from the Hayana Cavcel biing waler to the priseiiérs, which is poured

through the. barred doors Into tin. palls on the Inside; they also sweep the nar-

row prison yard twics a day.

The food or “‘rancho™ is nisd passed Inskie to the prisoners through baeeed
doors, We recelve two rations each day consisting each time of a tiny loaf of
Bread and an Insufelent (uantlty of rangho, swhi Is & klnd of half =dnp, half
mush mixture, made of rice beang or Spanlsh peag cooked with a few scraps of
meal. Uhers are spventeen senflnels on duty day and slght., There 15 one sen-

tinel for each thres cells, who constantly pnsses to andl fro before the Goors. Every
% night the other sentinels are posted around the outer walls.

At 8 o'vlock every night the first sentinel in the line shonts ‘“‘Bentine!ll alérta!™

The prisoners

< and ench sentinel in turn cries baek *“*Aterta!” until It comes the turn of the Inst
mentinel, whn shouts *“Alertn estal!" and this ery ls repeated every fiteén min-
utes until 5 o'clock la the morping. The Journal readers may lmagine how 1t
would geem to have! some one stand just outside of the screen door of hls bed-
room and yell st the top of his volee every Afteen minutes during the wight, but
' the prisoners gt scoustomed fo It lun few weeks,
S Tt 15, however, veiy hurrowlng to any one nervons or sjék,

1t 1s bot natiirgl that there should be o great deal of sickness, and It s only
surprising that there is not more. Every day a sqund of men wilh uneertaln step
and with ghostly whitlgh-vellow faces are taken out o the hospltal., F‘rmn\éntl;

516, FITZSIMMONS.
NEWEST TENOR.

Corbett's Master Attacks the
Solar Plexus of the
Tonic Scale.

LANDS ON A NATURAL.

He Will Sing Only to Amuse the
“Missus and the Baby,” at
Least for the Present

THE OPERA STILL IN FUTURO.
Objects to * do, ra, me, fa, sol and
Shows the Voice Tester What
He Can Do with a Sen-
timental Ballad,

It Ie Idle to deplore ihe wloging of b
Upera  House,

Metropolltan fodlish 1o

RS, DRESSNER
“HOLDS THE BARN

The House at Hastings Shut
Against Her by Her
Husband.

HE HAS SUED FOR DIVORCE.

When She Went Out His Agent
Took Possession of Her Home
and Locked Her Qut,

of

It Ix

D fissner

honse
Itsell. Tt i=
In o double wense.  The house of
Dressner stands of Viard avenue:
Hastings-on-the-Hudsen. Mr, Dressner Is
ot degger's point with the wife of Lis
bosom—has torn her from bis bosom and
Is going hee for divoree.  The house proper
of Levy Dressner i In the hands of his
dgent,  Shut onpt. from the lonse, Mg
Levy Direzsver hag. established hetsalf In
tHe Darn, and Is moaking bersell ns com-

Hioraliy true that the
Is: divided ugaluse

troe
Lasvy

i

some are parrled put on n ltter, Some of them are brought back with partisily re
stored henith, but many bave 16fi the prison fop the Tast time. H

‘All the prison officials are kind o the prisoners, and do all' in thelr power to
ameliorate their condition. Whatever eylls may exist in this prison must be lald at |
the door of the corropt and cruel Spanish Government in Cuba. ; i
1 ONA MELTON,

THE SHEPARDS SAIL,
Mrs, Shepard Carried Flowers and Smiled
Sweetly, While He Bowed Fare-
well to His Friends.

. SWINDLES THE BRITONS,

" New Yorker Raises Money by Representing
Himself as an Attache of the
American Embassy.

By Julian Ralph. ;
(Oopyright. 1807, by W. R, Henrst,)
London, April 14.-The Tnited States
] -lb:pbﬁ_saf. ip Victorin street, Westminster,
SR ) 'onl the Jookout for & man who is pussing
. worthless ¢hecks on West End shopkeepers
L. and representing himself as military at-
.“} : llldm nt the KEmhnssy. . o
. The swindler is known fo he a New
Yorker who at one time held a good soelal
Wi 'pbllgiaﬁ. His wife called at one of the
L. banks whers he trled 1o open &n account
and doclared that the woman who was In-
troduced as the man'é wife Is an Intérloper.
he says fhat she—the legal wife—hns
3 temdue:ta& and left pemﬂlus.ﬁ Azd
. The swindler Is desoribed as about forty-

Mr. and Mrs, Blllott Fltch Shepard eafled
oo the 8. Panl yesterday. Thelr namos

ware not on the steamer's. passenger list,
und If they were omitted purposcly, the
officials, whon questioned, did not know,

Mra, Shepard attracted sll eyes for the
¥lolpts which she carrifed In her haud, for
the geranlum red of her corsnge, for the
graceftiness ‘of her walk, If not for her
beauty, whiclh s attractive ehough. Mr.
Sugpard wiis gravely calm, us Is lis habit,
To those who made fareweil signais on
tha pler he took off his hat with antomstle
precision, L

FPoisoned by Eating Red Pring Paper

For gevernl hours two-year-old Bilk Rund-
quest and her four-yearold brother, Henry,
chlldren of Charles’ Rundquest, @ membpr
of Life Saving Statlon No. 5, at Takn-
nasses Lake, N, J., were In a dangerons
condition yesterday. They dte red peint
paper and ‘were polzoned, They were nn-
conkclous for same time, and It was not un-
til lagt night that they were téported to

.

IHAT STRLCK
BULLY PHTERSON?

Seems to Have Been a Dem-
ocratic Cyclone That
Hit Hobart's Home.

G, O, P.'S COLD COMFORT,

Like Canton, the Jersey Town
Repudiates the Vote of the
Presidential

OTHER CITIES FALL

Race.

IN. LINE

Democratic _ Leaders Atiribute Their

Victery Almost Wholly  to

the Elfects of the
Dingley Bill.
Plurality Pluratity
Last Spring
Fall, Election.
Centon, MeKinles's
Home «.:.s05s« o DOT SiMy D,
Paterson, Hobart's
Hhome os.connnsnn S400 R, 152 D,

Not  the least Important fenture of the
Democratic jandglde n New Jersey on

of the ViesPresident, a
c¢ity, befriended by 'protective tarlifs, has
jolned Canten, O., . the home of the Vresl-

dent, o repudinang the Republican party. [ opheg ecannot serfonsly Infend to stop hust

wuestiy is the faor that Paterson, the bomy|

HEALTH BOARD TAKES
- THE HOUSE OF REFUGE.

f
Inspector Lynde

in Charge and

the Managers Uncertain How
| to Act.

I
“Action of the Board Condemned as Hasty and

The Board.of Health and the managers |
of the House of Rdfuge, on Randanli's)
lutand, reallzdd yestepdny thiat tley  had
| locked  horps in a4 very Big controversy. |
|“2i one side there 18 strong legal anthority,
and on the other great political 14§
Boih phrties I the

influence and wenlth,
| contost, ape becoming angry, and the end
|'appents to be o gopd ways offl

Thoe 1louse of Refuge iz under scival
quieanting.  Presldent Orr. of the Boclety
for the Refortintion ‘of Juvenlle Delly

quents, and

be done.  “There’s po epidemic th.-‘n-,"l
mld Mr. Orr, and, cesting on that assertion, |
rend the Health Board's resolution pat

mannfastoritg | e che place under quarantine skeptically, |

“he disease |5 efther all stamped out or
Isalated.”” =aid Soperintendent Curpentor,

grleve over the return of the De Reszkes
to the other side, ridiculous {6 niourn over
Melba's | desertlon of Wagner, for there
wtll]l remulns Robert Flteslmymonys, tenor.
Unp to noon westerday Mr. Fltesltimons
wis the cliimplon middis and lenvy welght
pugilist of the world, but he bad his volee
testéd by Doctor Miller, of 121 West
Thirty-fourth strept, shortly before juneh,
gnd, hes decided to go dnto actlve voenl
training and tearp to singe

“Doctor, sild Mr. Fitgsdmmons, on be-
g ushered Into the prégence of the physi-
elan, and droppitg fnto an armehair with
ensy, professlonal grase, “I want iy

thres years ol large, toosely bullt, with|Dbe out of danger.

© " ardtrong American gocent, He claims an

" Continued on Third Page.

* inthunte scqualatence with Colonel Hag,
~ the gew Ambngsador, and it Is thought Le fa
S trylog to Imperssunte the tart military at-
hi¢, Colonel Ludlow, pow . in Amerien,
_ Throwm from a Cable Car.

Willtam H. Denn, thisty-eight jears old, cesld-
g T Brouklyn, who ankd be wos  merch

Washington, D, €., Aprll 14—"Bve
Bpring, I dou't know, though, that th

- FROM AN INTERVIE
UBL] A

* EVERYTHING GOl
& ilznlgcmﬁ._bu,t- 1 don't gare t0 didcuss that matter or ta make sny stae-

VIBW WITH GENERAL WILLIAM §, SEWELL, RE. 1 | tes Drosaner
t ROM NRW JERsey. © oo - 4 W

—
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OING WRONG.

rything hay been golvg nglust us this'
eae munieipal elections baye any speelil

| stand® said M. Dressnoer.

fortable ns paasib.ta nnder the eolteam-
Ktanees. .

Levy Dicssner ls a travelllng salssmnn
Tor a cloak munufucturer In this eliy. His
wife wis forinerly 8 Mlss RBabibitt. 1t is
&ald she ls ohe of that famlly of poets
whose effnslons haye bewn usually pub-
llshed In this style:

“hiie Je the ledy who walkd the rope

And washes her clothing with B——t"s

soap.”

Mr: and Mrs, Dresstder amy not  well
mnted, ey have fonnd |t Impossible 10
agrit.  Bor three weeks natlees have been

ly state heo willl not be 'responsible for
any debta the wife of bis bosom may. con-
traet, Mr. Dvressner bas brought a suly
for absolute divorce, numing A8 s respousd-
ent, Thomas . Horlon, who, forinerly
boarded withl the Dressners. i ¥
Mis, Dressner, 41l msusplelous, went out
from the VHlapd avenue bouse on Tuesday,
Her hnsbaml, who owas the bouse and the

O Tand wrooed §, determined to take posess-

glon:,  He put an ageat (o the hapde,
“Adinkt no o one, po one, do you Cunders

m‘[‘lm agent perfectly understond; snd when

vy

published by Mr, Dressner, witteh sucelnet-|

t&tum‘:;ﬂuitih tho House she
ny o AN the., dooms were ] 4
o whidow s wers

shwmiery were ),

Results In nearly every colty In the State

indlcate that the voters have alreddy repent-
ed placing the old-time Demoeratic com-

monwealth in the Republican eolumn, Tt
was regarded by the political leaders yes-
terday ms certnln that there would be a
Democratle. successor to Governor Griggs,
and that Senator Bewell would fall In his
smbition to have tha Republicans retaln
dcntrol of the Legislature till he Is re-
turned to the United States Sennta.

The result In Paterson caused the grest-
est surpriee, In a quarter of & century
the elty hus had but two Demooratic May-
ore.  Its' normal Hepubliean majority is
8,000 aod it has been generally belloved
that the protection ldea was a8 Grmly. es-
tablished in Paterson, the City: of Eilk, us
In Pltisborg, the Clty of Iren.  Manufae.
turing ls Its chlef Industry, nod throughout
the city campalen the voters wers told of
the milk and honey for them In the Dingley

‘aFBg PAILL o pRunfiuc)

ness here"

But they dld. Dr. George 8. Lynd, an
fnspector of the Health Department. ar |
rived at the House of Refuge vesterday at |
4:10 p. m., ‘and took formal chnrge of the |
ploce hy aushorlty of the Board. Superin.
tendent Unrpenter was dotified that no per-
son conld be admitted lato the institution
until furiber notlce. and that Do Inmate of |
the female wanrds, where mensles has been
enldemic, would be allowed to mingle with
the other Inmates. In-addition to this man- |
idnte. there eama n letter from Sunitar:rl
Superintendent Roberts, notifying Mr. Car.
pesiter that stelet compllance with the goar.
dutine wis expected,

Th Board of Managers hesrd of ths mnt.
ter enrly, and severnl of them appeared at
the superintendent’s office;, In the after-
noon.. Among these were Clement Mareh,
Evert JTansen Wendell and Willlam Bepd-
ford, to cach of whom, the House of Raf-
wire 1s 8. favorite philanthropy. These gen.

DUE TO BAD

To W. R. Hearst:

T have thls evening returned from New Jerser., where 1 went to vote, and |
am grehtly pleased at the regilt of the elpctiong The Demooratie vietorles are

due to -severul enuses,

First.din my opinion, the Diogley Wil which passed the Honse and which
waz tar greatest menstrosity of Its kilnd ever passed by aony Congress, disgusted
Even those, like myseif. who uré favorable to
a falr And even ltheral teeaiment of the -indusieles of our country, were dis-
pleased Dy It. They have simply takeu sdvantage of the first opportuhity that
was présetited to show thelr disupproval of the bill

In the second place, the Leglslatare of New Jorsoy has bohaved very badiy.
It hax passed partisan mensures io banefit the Republliopns. but it hes enacted no
meagures for the benefit of the people, Therefors, the people have reglstered

many sensitive men in my Siate.

tholr disapproval,

The risalt of the elettions, In the fhird plice. shows thas the voters sre not
pleased with many of Governor Griggs's appoiniments.
Irge nnmber of eandldntes by -falllng to give them offices. aud has disappolioted
others by some of the selections he has made.

These, in_ my omplun. nre the causes which produced the Democratie  victd-

ricg in Now Jersey.

7 3 _ Demoocratls Unlted States Sspator from New Jersey,

LEGISLATION. !

\ Washington, April 14,

ile has dizappoluied o

II
JAMES SMITH. JR.,

of Manng
the soclely’s supetintendent, | ae
| Eusha ML Carpenter, dldn't belleve 1t wonld

K

P hander, 2 lement  Manch.

Unjust, and an Appeal Made to
the Legislature,

temen wera' Indlgnant.
intende

En was the sopers
re e pesistants and
iy ou. the premn-
the elght hundesd in-
arn sothing about the matter,
of Unfalrness Made.
T sgroed (hat the
»d fulriyin the
1 n, remxiy
Board's orgder ad L
spivial moeting: of
haz Deen culled for
mutter,” soid Mre. Maresh,

[SETS

. excepting oniy
ho «

Charge

The man

Board of
matter, but
for the evils the
nbount.

matis, w

it not R

toom i =iz

th '.“ I8 lmpoEstble 1o say. what will
T, r

A gaoll deul depends upon e Logish
ure,” spld Mr, Wendell,  “Mr. Witherb
who 18 oune of metors, I8 trying i
got our swpproprintion for  bettermients
througl. We expect o bear from him auy

Mr. Witherbee it was lewred
ot the nstitntion lnst fight that the rellef
hopad for from the Legislature was Hkely
1o be obtalhed.  State Comptroller Bol-
erte nmd Mr. Rhinelander Stowirt, phoels
dent of the te Bonmti of Charities, whi
Wie on recond oppdsitig nuy o
butliding spprop jons for the Houpe
Refuge, have « i the rescue hew
worked all day ¥ rilny with the Sennte
Finanes  Commity o get thraugh an sSps
proprintlon of FET000 for the orippled o
arftution. ptroller Roberts went s0
far ns to osstfe the mesagers that 1f e
conld get ouy Kind of sxsurance thot the
ftem e would pass be wonld advands the
T T
All Agrec on One Polint

In the meantime 1he Houss of Refags I8
In a badly disorganized condition. "The
managers admit the bad sunitary. arranges
wrents, dand thelr [sabdlity (o properis 18

te chilidred whed {hey enter the Jistity-
or, wien eplds s prevall, The law

£ v pecoived Inmutes’ musy

t feom he other children:
- dlding on the lsiand that can
b 0 s pmrposs.  The sixis of
more chlldeeth afecied  with - Lepchome

> -

DEFEENC OF SUPT. CARPENTE™

“The aotion of The Hoalih: Banrd
sig, to say the losst, hasty and/IR-
ndvikeill,  Mhere I absalutely  no
nedonsity for quardntining the Housd
of Nefoge. Thers ni - greaier
prevalence  of  dlsénse  here  than
nsusl, The hospltal report made of
April 38 showed but ffteen casis of
slekness In o total of 320 iniates
Six of those cases were monsles std
thres tnbereniosis. The rest wers
minor pilments, andg not contaglons
Tlhere fiow bnt three boys In
Led In the hospitpl, all of whom Are
conEgmpilves,

“There are, 1 belleve, ‘abhont sixty
onses of trachome. It s a mild con-
tagiotis disease, the prevalence of o
which cannot readily be detooted
except by phyaicivns: I'm 180G there
wore 1T6 coses of trachomn in the
Inptitution, nod in. I%ML 124 D
Bradley, the ovullst, hud steeccded
In getting the epldemle wéll nnhidsr
coutral, and we anricipatse no farther
teonuble from L' —From an late—"
with Elisha AL Carpenter, 8o
tendent of the House of Refog

.

In

are

.S PO PO S EEPES FEI BP0 LES IS SOD s e

|
:
i,
:
:
i

wash In the rommon washroom
thay pre supplied with sepuehte
towels.  Th isolatian is not
Bowever. 7l boys who are o
with the diger frogquently. get
guaraniined = fn L the

povesdd nirvey thi oot faion

. W. J. Evnon wns the o
officer mt the Instliution Yexte:
sall thor he will be olected ns
nent physician of th Inre at
meeting. Two nurses were wmp,
terduy In the p aof the two w}
Motdny, Thére are now hot four o
the House of Refuge.

2uperintendent Carpenter exhlbin
ter written by bim o membérs of
nance Comtmittes, to show that o
ficers had been fully advised of the
tion of sifair Touss of Refuge
thls Jetrer the Buperintendent says:

Tho House of Helnge i, =y you b
neve,  the bldest  peformatory 0 s O
Statas, 1 pot in the worll, The' presant by
lngs wWore ercetd aboul Torty-five Vears a
=mil o certalo of e spprintments the . Instl
ton Is far behind the tiees [

The gas plant e In & sdiapldated sanfition
tm meveral coceanions doring the Winter one
pchools wore elosw] fronr one 1o (wo weeks b
& timm on sccount of an inseMiciost Ty
of Yery poot g, and' feomy tlme to ¢ thn
darmitacies, wheee our S50 lunistes sleep, e
in total dprkuess, save the Bivkneing ‘li‘hi'. from
& few catilies aml laplerns ek

The plombing througbool our trilidings A
of dute, The Noard of Health has specilimg s
pltunbing iredd by the lnw. An seilmsle,
otin complite, has bedy wiade e
mber, nnd we S8k for the niss
of hin wiimate. i

Onr present nmmber of lnmetes T ehout SN0,
which is oearly doubie the syumher of five s
aga, Our laupdry. s, etitiesely lusDequsbe. "

amoant which we ask fur g omw e = e
pmonnt wpecifed by the Hospital Supply Oom-

ted bawings bl & Wetnlled
estimnto )

L wilo sabm

Onr chapel oa the thind Obee hns Lt ote egit
—nt the eentre.  Thorg skonld  be T nidk .
exiws, one nt cich end,

Explnining this lerter, Mn, Curpeutse
sald yexterday;

“[ ahar=l the opluion of the monngers
that these lruprovements shonhd Be ninde.
Severnl of the smeinbers of tha ﬂnuwg.
Commirtee, o whmn the 1etlér sme ail:
dressed, depllsd oo dt by terme of gpprotils
No stone luis ben Joft uniurned *ieald 3%,
Carpenter, “'to keep the nativgioh Snogos
slupie."”

!Honrd of Health gy Severe.

Diesplte the explauniione of the & 2
memmbers of the Baard of $lealfh md #h
offirlals blame the manisors for neghgence
in thelr conduet of fhe Instltatfon v 1 °

The managers are AH wenithy. Slpxander
E Orr s presiden: F, W, Ilowifs ‘o8
Benjamin B, Miterbury,  vieesproahiontsy
Edwand M. Toyupsend, treasirer and . K-
thanjel Jarviy, Je. secreture: Dy
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